
Miscellany.
DANGER ATTENDING THE USE OF PURE

TEREBENE.
Dr. Harvey, of Birmingham, describes in the

British Medical Journal, January 29, 1887, the case
of a man aged fifty-six, a chronic asthmatic, who suf-
fered from the beginning of December with severe

bronchitis, with profuse muco-purulent expectoration :
" On December 21st he began to take pure terebene
(ten drops on sugar every four hours) with great ad-
vantage, the expectoration diminishing to nil, and the
dyspnoea being much relieved. After the treatment
had been continued for three days, the patient was
seized with intense pain in the region of the left kid-
ney, shooting into the pelvis and down the left thigh,
with blood in the urine and severe strangury. Ces-
sation of the terebene treatment, together with the use
of poultices and the administration of opium internally,
resulted in speedy relief, and left little doubt that the
condition was one of intense renal congestion caused
by the terebene."

OBITUARY.
GUSTAVUS PERCIVAL PRATT, M.D.

Gustavus P.Pratt, M.D , died at Cohasset, Mass., April 29,
1887, after an illness of three months. He was born in iDohas-
set, February 14, 1840, and passed his boyhood and early school
days there, with his grandfather, Dr. Ezekiel Pratt. He en-
tered Phillips Exeter Academy in 1857, and graduated at the
head of his class in 18(50. Three years later, in 1863, he gradu-
ated at the Harvard Medical School. He was appointed almost
immediately, by Governor Andrew, assistant surgeon in the
Thirty-second Massachusetts Regiment. He became later bri-
gade surgeon, and served in the Nineteenth and Twentieth reg-
iments until the close of the war. In 18(i5 he went into busi-
ness in Chicago, but soon returned to Cohasset, where he has
since practised his profession with great success. Dr. Pratt was
widely known and much esteemed in this part of the State. He
leaves a widow and three children.

E. T. CASWELL, M.D.
Edward Thompson Caswell, M.D., died at Providence, R. I.,

April IT, 1887, in the fifty-fourth year of his age. He was the
son of the late Professor and President of Brown University,
Alexis Caswell, D.D., was graduated here in 1853, received his
medical education at the Jefferson Medical College, Philadel-
phia, taking bis medical degree in 1859. He continued his
medical studies in Europe, especially at Vienna and Berlin ; in
the latter city under the inspiring influences of Langenbeck, he
turned his attention more directly to surgery, and this re-
mained through his life the more attractive branch of his pro-
fessional work. Returning from abroad in 1863, he was in the
hospital service of the government at Portsmouth, Va., until a
serious impairment of his health in 1864 compelled him to re-
tire. In 1864 he opened an office in Providence and remained
here, in the active practice of his profession, until his death.
Successively vice-president and president of the Rhode Island
Medical Society, he enjoyed the distinguished honor of being
three times called upon to deliver the annual address before
that body. In the years 1868-76 inclusive, he prepared the Reg-
istration Reports of his State. He was chosen one of the sur-
geons of the Rhode Island Hospital at its establishment, and
was a consulting physician of the Providence Dispensary. He
had also been president of the American Academy of Medicine,
and was selected to deliver the annual address before the
Alumni of Jefferson Medical College in 1879. This is the record
of a busy and successful professional life, full of honors fairly
earned by the faithful and enlightened service of a man of un-
usual qualifications for his work. Believing conscientiously in
the realities and certainties of medicine, he thought no expendi-
ture of time, health, or money, too great, if he could only the
better prepare himself for the relief of suffering and disease.
During the last year of life, when the fatal character of his ill-
ness had become a certainty to him, he did not cease from his
labors, but continued to the end, bringing cheerfully to others
the help that none could offer him. To all the advantages,
which his home and associations had bestowed upon him, were
added the grace, purity and manly strength of aChristian faith.
Wherever known he was appreciated, and the community
where he spent his life, mourns for the good physician.

Correspondence.
IN-GROWING TOE-NAIL.

[The following letter, sent in for publication, will be
sufficiently clear to those who may have read the foot-note
on page 324, of the April 7th number of this Journal.
—Ed.]

New York, April 22, 1887.
Dear Sir,

—

I beg to acknowledge the excerpt from
the Boulon Medical and Surgical Journal, received throughDr. Hartley. I fancy I have not made myself clear in
speaking of your operation. I only intended to convey that
it had failed in my hands at times, and in the hands of
others, because it had not been properly done. I have
used it as is described in your last remarks some seven
times with uniform success. In over a dozen other cases,
success varied with the amount sliced off.
In styling it a " very little operation," I did not wish to

belittle its importance, but only to allude to the fact that
such minor operations were rarely to be met with in our

large hospitals, and hence I lugged it in, so to speak, to
emphasize the importance of doing it rightly.

1 think, moreover, that I was among the earliest to use

your operation here. Yours most truly,
R. S. Weir, M.D.

To Dr. B. E. Cotting.

EROSIONS OF THE CERVIX UTERI.
Carlsbad, April 8, 1887.

Mr. Editor,
-—

I have read with unusual interest the
paper presented by Dr. E. W. Cushing before the Suffolk
District Medical Society (Section of Obstetrics and Gynae-
cology) upon this subject, a report of which appeared in
the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal of March 10th.
Of even greater importance, perhaps, because of its ad-
vanced pathological reasoning, was the stand taken by Dr.
Fitz, on the relation of erosions to cancer. In the presentposition of accurate scientific observation we are justified,
I take it, in attributing to mal-nutrition of the body, a
large percentage of these cases of local derangement of
cell multiplication and tissue formation. No theory of
traumatism or of irritation from noxious secretions can

possibly hold, when urged as a primary cause in the case
of newly-born children or of young girls. The erosion is a
mere symptom of some vicious nutritious action in the cer-
vix, which in turn may be inter-dependent with a constitu-
tional fault of some kind. I have long believed that very
many of the specific ailments of women were not so much
local in their natures, as general, and that to meet rational
therapeutic indications we should first address ourselves to
the cause, and later attack the local symptom if demand-
ed. The cervix possesses no potential power to originate
tissue degeneration. It is simply impossible for it to in-
augurate any such departure from the normal, unless there
be a constitutional cause. As cervical erosions may exist
without lacerations, it cannot be maintained that the latter
originate the mischief. It does not seem to me probable
that lacerations of the cervix have anything more than a
casual relationship to erosions. Neither can I accept just
yet as synonymous terms, glandular endometritis and cer-
vical erosion. One is exaggerated cell-growth and prolif-
eration of the body of the uterus, and the other is more
like a retrogade metamorphosis. Excluding cases of cer-
vical erosion due to direct irritating contact of a foreignbody, or to the germs of noxious discharges, there yet re-
mains a certain class of cases to be accounted for upon
some other hypothesis. The normal tissue of the cervix is
changed into a pathological one, because its nutrition has
in some way been prejudiced. Its circulatory supply lias
been interfered with, either the quality or the quantity
thereof. There is just a bare possibility that this defect
of supply may be carried to such an extent as to produce
malignant disease, though I am quite one with Dr. Fitz in
failing to see how the epithelial cells are formed out of the
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